
 

CITY OF COSTA MESA ♦ Parks & Community Services Department 

Model Aircraft Permit Fee Categories 

Permit Category* Cost 
Resident Adult Permit $25.00 
Non-Resident Adult Permit $30.00 
Resident Learner’s Permit (Ages 6-18)** $15.00 
Non-Resident Learner’s Permit (Ages 6-18)** $20.00 

 *$5.00 administrative fee per transaction 
**Flight training may be required 

 

Model Aircraft Permit Requirements – BEFORE permit payment is accepted: 
☐ Permit Application (filled out and signed) 
☐ Proof of Harbor Soaring Society membership 

 Details on obtaining a membership can be found here: 
https://www.harborsoaringsociety.org/join   

☐ Proof of insurance 
 Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) covering model aircraft operation with 

a minimum of $250,000 
- AMA receipt MUST provide AMA card expiration date or it will not be 

accepted 
- Details for AMA enrollment can be found here: 

https://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/enroll  
☐ Photo Identification 
☐ Permit fees + $5.00 Administrative fee 
 Mail-in: Credit Card Authorization Form OR Check; Payable to City of Costa Mesa 

 Email: Credit Card Authorization Form  
 City Hall: Cash, Credit Card or check accepted.  

 
All card transaction payments are subject to a non-refundable processing fee 

 

https://www.harborsoaringsociety.org/join
https://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/enroll

