


Our city is on its way to having something resembling a complete bike-able network–something 
that, if/when finished, will still pale in comparison to the extent of the drive-able network. We 
cannot allow the little that we have–especially here–to be taken away so that parking can 
remain convenient for the privileged few.

Thank you for your service on the committee and thank you for working to preserve this key 
neighborhood infrastructure.

Russell Toler
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TRAYLOR, MARIAN

Subject: FW: Support for the New Santa Ana Avenue Bike Lane - Now is the Time for Action to Protect 
Children and Cyclists

From: Devin Lucas   
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2024 2:54 PM 
To: THOMAS, BRETT ATENCIO <BRETTATENCIO.THOMAS@costamesaca.gov> 
Cc: SETHURAMAN, RAJA <RAJA.SETHURAMAN@costamesaca.gov>; YANG, SEUNG <SEUNG.YANG@costamesaca.gov>; 
HARLAN, JEFFREY <JEFFREY.HARLAN@costamesaca.gov> 
Subject: Support for the New Santa Ana Avenue Bike Lane - Now is the Time for Action to Protect Children and Cyclists 
Dear Mr. Thomas and Members of the Active Transportation Committee, 
 
With yet another tragic death of a cyclist just this week in nearby Huntington Beach (Daily Pilot, "Motorist arrested after 
cyclist killed in hit-and-run DUI in Huntington Beach", Oct. 1), now is the time to be taking MORE action to protect 
cyclists and our children biking to school, not less.  
 
This is simply another incident that is a sobering reminder that we need to prioritize the safety of those who choose 
sustainable, healthy transportation options like biking. The recent improvements to Santa Ana Avenue are a step in the 
right direction, and I am writing to strongly urge the City to maintain these changes and even consider enhancing them 
further via a much needed physical barrier.   
 
As a Costa Mesa resident and parent at both Kaiser and Woodland Elementary, I’m deeply concerned about cyclist 
safety, particularly in our residential areas. Over the summer, many of us voiced support for the installation of the bike 
lane on Santa Ana Avenue, and it’s been wonderful to see how well it’s been received by the community. More children 
(and parents!) are biking to school than ever before, and the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. The once-
empty bike rack at Kaiser is now nearly full every day, which is a testament to the success of this project. 
 
However, apparently some anti-safety residents have voiced opposition and are actively working to reverse the project. I 
believe it is critical that we stand firm in support of this bike lane, and the many others needed, which has already made 
our streets safer and more accessible for cyclists of all ages. The changes, including the removal of curbside parking on 
the east side and the addition of a southbound bike lane, have created a safer biking environment for everyone. 
 
In fact, in light of the recent tragedy, I believe we should go even further. The bike lane on Santa Ana Avenue needs a 
physical barrier to protect cyclists from vehicular traffic. As we’ve seen, bike lanes alone are not always enough to 
prevent accidents. A barrier would provide an additional layer of protection and make it clear that cyclist safety is a 
priority for Costa Mesa. 
 
I urge you to preserve the improvements made to Santa Ana Avenue and to continue taking bold steps to protect cyclists 
across the city, enhancing the overall appeal and safety of the community. The benefits of these changes far outweigh 
the minor inconveniences of lost parking spaces. Supporting bike lanes is an investment in our community’s safety, 
health, and future. We cannot afford to roll back these essential safety measures. 
 
Thank you for your continued work on behalf of our community, and thank you for considering the safety of cyclists as a 
top priority. 
 
Sincerely, 
Devin Lucas 
Costa Mesa resident, property owner, and father who loves biking his daughters to school 




